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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 673 13.2 4.9 24 55.2 100

SPaG 673 3.6 1.5 5 71.6 100
2 673 13.8 5 24 57.5 100
3 673 12.9 5 24 53.7 100
4 673 10.7 4.7 24 44.6 100
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer all questions.

1. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Remembering the Holocaust

 (a) Describe how Jews celebrate the festival of Yom Hashoah. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Explain the importance of Yom Hashoah for Jews. [4]
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 (c) Explain why the Ten Commandments are important to Jews. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) ‘It is difficult to be a Jew in Britain.’

  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Euthanasia is always wrong.’

  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.

  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]

  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question. [5]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

24

SPaG
5











Sticky Note
An accurate account of information. Credit given for 'all who died' and 'sign of respect'. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
An accurate account which is limited in scope. A weak response. Credit given for lighting a candle and reference to visits made. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
Two reasons provided. There is no religious language in the response. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
A repetitive response. Credit given to referencing knowing what to do. An appropriate explanation. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
An expanded justification of a point of view, with reference to religious teaching (God gave you this life). There is also a second appropriate justification. See continuation page). L2 - 3 SPaG - 3 marks. The candidate has used spelling, punctuation and rules of grammar with considerable accuracy. There is some reference to religious terminology - 'God gave you this life'. The second paragraph is one long sentence. The candidate has used a capital letter when writing the word 'euthanasia'. 











Sticky Note
A coherent account. The candidate has provided clear reasons for the importance of Yom Hashoah. L4 -4 

Sticky Note
A coherent account. The candidate has used religious language extensively. L4 - 4



Sticky Note
An expanded justification of two viewpoints. The candidate has provided examples to back up the points they have made - time off for festivals and difficulties in observing kashrut. L4 - 4

Sticky Note
A coherent account. The candidate uses religious language to explain the importance of the Ten Commandments. L4 - 4 



Sticky Note
The candidate communicates clearly and provides an alternative viewpoint. They have used religious language and examples of religious teachings (God gives life and can be the only one to take it away). L3 - 6 SPaG - 5 marks. The candidate has used spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy. The candidate has used a wide range of religious language to develop their answer. There are no spelling mistakes.
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Answer all questions. 

1. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow. 

Remembering the Holocaust 

(a) Describe how Jews celebrate the festival of Yom Hashoah. 
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(b) Explain the importance of Yom Hashoah for Jews. 
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(c) Explain why the Ten Commandments are important to Jews. 

(d) 'It is difficult to be a Jew in Britain.' 

Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4448-01) 
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Turn over. 
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(e) 'Euthanasia is always wrong.' 

Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing 
considered more than one point of view. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to 

question. 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4448-01) 
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Answer all questions. 

1. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow. 

Remembering the Holocaust 

(a) Describe how Jews celebrate the festival of Yom Hashoah. 
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(b) Explain the importance of Yom Hashoah for Jews. 
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Sticky Note
The candidate has provided accurate information. It is slightly repetitive. Credit given for not forgetting and remembering other people. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
A coherent account. The candidate has provided a clear description of Yom Hashoah. L4 - 4
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(c) Explain why the Ten Commandments are important to Jews. 

(d) 'It is difficult to be a Jew in Britain.' 

Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4448-01) 

I

Turn over. 

Sticky Note
The candidate has provided two viewpoints. However, the second part is not well developed. L3 -3 

Sticky Note
An account that shows knowledge and understanding. Credit given for Mount Sinai/Covenant, basic rules and pleasing God. L3 -3 
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(e) 'Euthanasia is always wrong.' 

Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing 
considered more than one point of view. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to 

question. 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4448-01) 

Sticky Note
The candidate has provided two appropriate justifications with religious teaching. L2 - 4 SPaG - 4 marks. The candidate has provided some religious language. They have also used spelling, punctuation and grammar with fairly consistent accuracy. All 3 paragraphs are long sentences. The candidate would benefit from using full stops, in the appropriate place, to control the context of their answer. 











Sticky Note
The candidate has not provided correct information about the importance of Yom Hashoah. L0 - 0

Sticky Note
The candidate has not fully understood the festival of Yom Hashoah. Credit has been given to lighting candles. L1 - 1



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided two simple viewpoints. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
An accurate account. Credit has been given for reference to God's word and must be obeyed. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
The candidate has confused abortion and euthanasia. However, credit has been given for reference to taking away a human life and killing someone. See continuation sheet. L1 - 2SPaG - 2 marks. The candidate has used correct spelling and punctuation, and has used the rules of grammar with accuracy. The candidate has used some religious language in their response. 
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2. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

A Rabbi is an important member of the Jewish community.

 (a) Describe the role of the Rabbi. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Explain how Jews obey the Covenant. [4]
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 (c) Explain the importance of children for a Jewish family. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) ‘The Torah is the only guide to life for Jews.’

  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘The home is more important than the synagogue for Jews.’

  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.

  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Sticky Note
An appropriate explanation. Credit given for believing in one God and visiting the synagogue and praying. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
An accurate account of information. Second sentence is like a list. Credit also given for reference to questions about the faith. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
An expanded justification of two viewpoints with examples - around for years and includes everything Jews need to know and reference to the Bet Din answering questions. L4 - 4

Sticky Note
The answer is limited in scope. Credit given for reference to learning from their parents. L1 - 1



Sticky Note
Communicates clearly and appropriately using specialist language. There is an expanded justification of one point of view with appropriate examples. There is also recognition of an alternative point of view with some religious teachings. See continuation page. L3 - 5











Sticky Note
A coherent account. The candidate has provided insight into how Jews obey the Covenant. L4 - 4

Sticky Note
The candidate has clearly explained the role of the Rabbi. They have used religious language and terms extensively. L4 - 4



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided two reasons for their answer - the Talmud and the Ten Commandments. The first part is an expanded justification (with an example) and there is a second appropriate justification. L3 - 3

Sticky Note
This response is slightly repetitive. The answer shows some awareness of religious practices. The last sentence is irrelevant. L3 - 3



Sticky Note
The candidate communicates clearly. They use specialist language and there is recognition of an alternative point of view, using religious teachings. L3 - 6









Sticky Note
The candidate shows some awareness of religious practices about how Jews obey the Covenant. The response about circumcision is developed. Credit also given for following mitzvot and living by the commandments. L3 - 3

Sticky Note
An account that shows knowledge and understanding of the Rabbi. Credit given for leading the services, teaching, answering questions. L3 - 3



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided two viewpoints. However, they have not backed up their viewpoints with an example. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
An accurate account. Credit given for reference to future generations. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided alternative viewpoints. Their response is slightly repetitive. L2 - 4









Sticky Note
An accurate account. Credit has been given for attending the synagogue and circumcision. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
The response is limited in scope. Credit has been given for running ceremonies/blessings. L1 - 1



Sticky Note
A simple justification is provided - the covenant. The second part is not explained. L1 - 1

Sticky Note
The response is limited in scope. Credit has been given for carrying on the faith. L1 - 1



Sticky Note
Two appropriate justifications provided, with religious teachings. L2 - 4
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3. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

A Jewish marriage ceremony

 (a) Describe a Jewish marriage ceremony. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Explain Jewish teachings about divorce. [4]
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 (c) Explain Jewish attitudes towards homosexuality. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) ‘Coming of age ceremonies are the most important Jewish rite of passage.’

  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.



10

(4448-01)

Examiner
only

 (e) ‘Sex outside marriage is always wrong.’

  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.

  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Sticky Note
The candidate has misunderstood the question. L0 - 0

Sticky Note
An accurate account  with limited religious language. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
First part is an appropriate justification. Second part is an expanded point of view with an example (families coming together). L3 - 3

Sticky Note
The response is limited in scope and content. Credit reference to procreation. L1 - 1



Sticky Note
Two simple viewpoints provided. No religious teachings. See continuation paper. L1 - 2













Sticky Note
The candidate shows knowledge and understanding of divorce. The final sentence is irrelevant. L3 - 3

Sticky Note
A coherent account. The candidate uses religious language and terms extensively. L4 - 4



Sticky Note
One point of view has been developed. An alternative view point is not provided. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
An accurate account. There is little explanation of actual teachings. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided alternative viewpoints. Credit has been given for reference to adultery, the Ten Commandments, gift from God, Orthodox Jews. See continuation page. L3 - 6











Sticky Note
The candidate show knowledge and understanding of divorce in Judaism. L3 - 3

Sticky Note
A coherent account. The candidate uses religious language and terms extensively and accurately. L4 - 4



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided an expanded justification of one point of view in the second response (start a family and obeying God). The first part is an appropriate justification. L3 - 3

Sticky Note
The candidate has provided knowledge and understanding of an Orthodox view on homosexuality. They use a range of religious terms (be fruitful, suitable helper). L3 - 3



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided two appropriate justifications with religious teachings. L2 - 4











Sticky Note
This response is incorrect. L0 - 0

Sticky Note
An account that shows knowledge and understanding of a Jewish marriage ceremony. The candidate has used a range of religious terms. See continuation sheet. L3 - 3





Sticky Note
The first part shows a simple justification of the point of view (boy becoming a man). The second point is not explained. L1 - 1

Sticky Note
The response is limited in scope. L1 - 1



Sticky Note
A simple justification of a point of view - reference to God and converted to the religion (the candidate makes the connection between religion and people's lives). L1 - 2
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4. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.

Jews believe they will be judged by God.

 (a) Describe Jewish teaching about God as Judge. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Explain why the Magen David is important for Jews. [4]
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 (c) Explain how Orthodox Jews worship in a synagogue. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) ‘Belief in the afterlife is the most important Jewish belief.’

  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Wearing special clothes for worship is important.’

  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.

  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Sticky Note
The candidate has not answered the question correctly. L0 - 0

Sticky Note
An accurate account. Credit given to referencing God and judging people. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
Credit given for the second part - belief in one God being more important. L1 - 1

Sticky Note
An accurate account of information. Credit given for men and women sitting separately and how Orthodox Jews worship in the synagogue. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
Two simple appropriate justifications of a point of view. There are no religious teachings. See continuation sheet. L1 - 2











Sticky Note
An answer that shows knowledge and understanding of the Magen David. Credit was given for it being a symbol and identification of Judaism, the two equilateral triangles and protection of the soul. L3 -3 

Sticky Note
The candidate shows knowledge and understating of God as Judge. They have made reference to the resurrection and the idea of judgement. L3 - 3



Sticky Note
An expanded justification of two viewpoints. Both parts are explained. L4 - 4

Sticky Note
The candidate has misunderstood the question. However, they have been credited for praying together. This is an elementary statement which is limited in scope. L1 - 1



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided alternative viewpoints. They have provided evidence to back up their response. L3 - 6









Sticky Note
Credit has been given for the Magen David symbolising the two way covenant with God. L1 - 1

Sticky Note
The candidate has made a simple link between beliefs and practices. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided an expanded justification of one point of view. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
The candidate has provided an accurate account of how Orthodox Jews worship. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided alternative viewpoints. There is limited specialist vocabulary. L2 - 3









Sticky Note
An accurate account. Credit given to it being a symbol of Judaism and protection from evil. L2 - 2

Sticky Note
The candidate has provided an accurate account. They use limited religious language. L2 - 2



Sticky Note
A simple, appropriate justification. Credit given to being with God. L1 - 1

Sticky Note
Credit has been given to men and women sitting separately. The response is limited in scope. L1 - 1



Sticky Note
The candidate has provided two appropriate justifications. Credit has been given to feeling closer to God and the clothing being a distraction. L2 - 3
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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 


 
4448/01 - JUDAISM 


 
Mark Scheme - Summer 2014 


 
Q.1 (a) Describe how Jews celebrate the festival of Yom Hashoh. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


 Special services are held in synagogues. 


 Candles are lit.  Often, six candles are lit to represent the six million Jews 
who died during the Holocaust. 


 Holocaust survivors will speak about their experiences. 


 Poems are said. 


 Prayers such as Kaddish for the dead and a memorial prayer are said. 


 Visit Yad Vashem or memorials set up in other cities around the world. 


 Credit reference to celebrations in Israel (e.g. siren is sounded for 2 
minutes, no public entertainment.) 


  AO1 [4] 
 
 (b) Explain the importance of Yom Hashoah for Jews. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


 To remember the death of six million Jews. 


 To honour those who suffered and died. 


 An opportunity to attend special synagogue services. 


 Visit Yad Vashem, say prayers and light candles in remembrance. 


 Opportunity to comfort those who lost a member of their family in the 
Holocaust. 


 To learn from it and so history is not repeated. 
  AO1 [4] 


 
 (c) Explain why the Ten Commandments are important to Jews. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


 They are God's commandments given to the Jews. 


 They are a guide to life. 


 They state a Jew's duty to God - to have no other gods besides God, not 
to make/worship idols, not to use God's name without reason. 


 They state a Jew's duty to fellow human beings - not to murder, not to 
commit adultery, must honour parents, respect people's property. 


 Jews are commanded to keep the Sabbath day holy - they must not do 
any work. 


 They show that right living is part of serving God. 


 They are timeless and fit into each generation's code of ethics. 
  AO1 [4] 
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 (d) 'It is difficult to be a Jew in Britain.' 
  Do you agree or disagree?  Give two reasons for your answer. 
  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 
  Reasons that could be given and explained include: 
 


 Wearing the kippah, having side locks (Hasidic Jews) - non Jew could 
mock. 


 Studying Hebrew and the Torah is time consuming in Britain. 


 Taking time off work for Shabbat and other festivals might be difficult - 
time consuming, time off work/school. 


 It might be difficult to obtain kosher food. 


 There are fewer restaurants available for kosher food. 


 There is religious tolerance in today's multi faith society. 


 More knowledge about religions has increased tolerance and respect. 


 Much of the religion is practised in the home so it is not difficult. 


 Socialising should not be a problem - Jews could take their own food. 
 
    AO2 [4] 


(e) 'Euthanasia is always wrong' 
 Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
 You must include reference to religion beliefs in your answer. 
 


Marks for spelling, punctuation and accurate use of grammar are 
allocated to this question. [5] 
 


 
 Points that could be discussed include: 
 


 Life is sacred and should be protected at all costs. 


 Jews believed that taking a person's life is prohibited. 


 Life is precious and a gift from God.  God is the source of life. 


 Nothing is allowed to hasten death. 


 To take life is considered as murder - it is against the Ten 
Commandments. 


 If suffering is the will of God, it must be accepted. 


 Euthanasia is illegal in Britain. 


 Alternative to euthanasia - compassion for the dying - hospice care. 


 People should be allowed to die with dignity, which euthanasia allows. 


 Life belongs to the individual who should be free to decide when to end 
their own life. 


 It is wrong to artificially prolong life when it would have ended naturally. 


 It is wrong to prolong life when there is no quality of life. 


 Increased costs of medical care for the very elderly are prohibitive. 
 


 AO2 [8] 
 


  





		Blank Page
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Q.2 (a) Describe the role of the Rabbi. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 
    AO1 [4] 
 (b) Explain how Jews obey the Covenant. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


 He is the spiritual leader of the community. 


 He might be a specialist in one particular area, e.g. Shabbat observance 
today, issues regarding medical treatment. 


 He has authority to interpret Jewish law. 


 His rulings are accepted/applied in the community. 


 The various duties he performs, e.g. leader of the synagogue, pastor, 
counsellor, his role in education. 


 He supports the spiritual welfare of the congregation. 


 He is able to answer questions and resolve disputes regarding Jewish 
law. 


 He is a trained scholar in Judaica with knowledge of texts and traditions. 
 


 Jewish boys are circumcised at 8 days old. 


 To worship one God. 


 Follow the Ten Commandments (credit examples). 


 Follow the laws set out in the Torah (credit examples). 


 To take part in synagogue worship. 


 Celebrate festivals and rites of passage. 


 They should follow the religion of their parents. 


 Ensures the continuation of Judaism. 


 Children are required to respect and take care of their parents. 


 They will help and prepare the home for Shabbat and festivals. 


 A Jewish child will help prepare some of the food so it becomes kosher 
(washing vegetables etc.) 


 To honour and respect parents 


 To respect the memory of their parents after death (credit reference to 
saying Kaddish) 


 Having children fulfils God’s commandment to ‘Go forth and multiply’. 
    AO1 [4] 
 


 (c) Explain the importance of children for a Jewish family. 
 


  Reference may be made to: 
 


 They should follow the religion of their parents. 


 Ensures the continuation of Judaism. 


 Children are required to respect and take care of their parents. 


 They will help and prepare the home for Shabbat and festivals. 


 A Jewish child will help prepare some of the food so it becomes kosher 
(washing vegetables etc.) 


 To honour and respect parents 


 To respect the memory of their parents after death (credit reference to 
saying Kaddish) 


 Having children fulfils God’s commandment to ‘Go forth and multiply’. 
    AO1 [4] 
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 (d) 'The Torah is the only guide to life for Jews' 
  Do you agree or disagree?  Give two reasons for your answer. 
  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 
  Reasons that may be given and explained include: 
 


 The Torah is the Word of God. 


 It contains information regarding the Covenant, 613 commandments, Ten 
Commandments, food laws, creation and other parts of Jewish history. 


 The Ten Commandments have been used as the basis of moral and legal 
rules. 


 It teaches Jews how to lead a worthy life and become closer to God. 


 These sacred texts have been tried and tested through experience over 
centuries of practice and application. 


 The Torah was compiled a long time ago. 


 The Torah is out of date and was written for the Hebrews at a certain time 
and in a certain situation. 


 Guidance from parents, rabbi, fellow Jews, conscience etc. provide a 
guide for life. 


 The Talmud explains the laws which are vague in the Torah. 


 The Talmud contains topics which are not covered in the Torah. 
 


    AO2 [4] 
 


 (e) 'The home is more important than the synagogue for Jews.' 
  Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 


  Points that could be discussed include: 
 


 Jews can practice their faith anywhere - this includes the home. 


 This is where parents educate their children in the Jewish faith - dietary 
laws, mitzvoth, Hebrew, knowledge of Jewish history, etc. 


 This is where children are immersed in Jewish culture from birth. 


 Faith is practised regularly in the home - set times for daily prayer, study, 
reciting blessings, celebrating festivals, weekly Shabbat. 


 Symbols of faith in the home are a reminder of the faith. 


 During times of persecution, family life ensured the survival of Judaism. 


 The synagogue serves a number of functions - House of Prayer, House of 
Assembly, House of Study, House of the People, House of Law, School. 


 Importance of taking part/making use of various activities in the 
synagogue - crèche, youth clubs, activities for the elderly, study groups, 
use of library, place of education. 


 Importance of mixing with other Jews (corporate worship).  It is a social 
place - it binds the community together.  Jews in the home are isolated. 


 Rabbi available for advice and support.  Importance of the sermon 
delivered by the Rabbi. 


 The ambience in the synagogue encourages Jews to continue their faith 
and Jewish lifestyle. 


 Reading of the Torah only takes place in the synagogue. 


 Importance of ritual objects found in the synagogue - Ark, Ten 
Commandments, Bimah, Ner Tamid, Menorah. 
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Q.4 (a) Describe Jewish teaching about God as Judge. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


 It is believed that God will judge everyone, reward the righteous, punish 
the wicked. 


 Rosh Hashanah - God begins inscribing in the Book of Life.  God will 
judge at this time. 


 Yom Kippur - Day of Judgement. 


 Jews believe that everyone has been given free will and must take 
responsibility for their actions. 


    AO1 [4] 
 
 (b) Explain why the Magen David is important for Jews. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


 It is the most popular modern symbol of Judaism. 


 In the Middle Ages it was regarded as a shield against evil. 


 The top triangle strives upwards, towards God, while the lower triangle 
strives downwards, toward the real world. 


 The intertwining makes the triangles inseparable, like the Jewish people. 


 The Talmud states that Magen David should be used in the final blessings 
at Shabbat and festivals. 
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 (c) Explain how Orthodox Jews worship in a synagogue. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


 Men and women sit apart. 


 No music. 


 There will be a male rabbi. 


 Service is in Hebrew. 


 A chazzan may lead the congregation in prayer. 


 The Torah is removed from the ark and carried in procession at shoulder 
height to the bimah. 


 Congregation stand when the Torah is removed from the ark. 


 The Torah is read at the bimah. 


 Sermons will take place. 
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 (d) 'Belief in the afterlife is the most important Jewish belief.' 
  Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
 
  Points that could be discussed include: 
 


 It is reassuring that death is not the end, that there is a future existence, a 
world to come. 


 Belief in judgement and life after death encourages a person to lead a 
good life by obeying the mitzvoth. 


 This helps to establish a fair and just society. 


 Judaism prefers to concentrate on giving life on earth as much meaning 
and importance as possible. 


 Belief in life after death brings selfish satisfaction - it does not necessarily 
benefit others. 


 There are more important, beliefs in Judaism (credit suitable examples). 


 Belief in one God - clearly states in the Torah, placed in the tefillin and  
mezuzah, repeated daily in morning and evening prayer and in every 
synagogue service. 


 Belief in the covenant relationship - concept of the Jews as the chosen 
people; this encourages Jews to lead a good life and set an example to 
other nations.  This belief has helped Jews when facing persecution. 


 Belief in justice and good behaviour in this life is more important since it 
should generate high ethical standards and values.  Judaism emphasises 
the importance of sensitivity to others, the need to share with others and 
to use one's God-given talents wisely. 
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(e) 'Wearing special clothes for worship is important.' 
 Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
 You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 
 Points that could be discussed include: 
 


 Helps Jews focus on God and prevent them from other distractions. 


 It shows devotion to God. 


 Helps a person to be in the correct frame of mind for worship. 


 It shows pride in their identity. 


 Constant reminder of God and shows God is with them. 


 It shows obedience - they are instructed to wear these in the Torah. 


 God is already in their hearts and minds.  They are meaningful. 


 Can distract the wearer from prayer. 


 Thoughts and feelings of a person are important - the way you live your 
life shows you are Jewish. 


 Can be time consuming. 


 It is sexist - special clothes for worship are worn predominantly by Jewish 
males. 


 They are expensive and unnecessary. 
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Q.3 (a) Describe a Jewish marriage ceremony. 
 


  Reference may be made to: 
 


 Signing of the ketubah. 


 Marriage under a huppah. 


 Bride walks around the groom seven times. 


 Rabbi recites blessings over the wine. 


 Groom and bride drink the wine. 


 Placement of the ring. 


 Reading of the ketubah by a Rabbi or honoured guest. 


 Seven blessings. 


 Breaking the glass. 
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 (b) Explain Jewish teachings about divorce. 
 


  Reference may be made to: 
 


 Jews recognise that in some cases marriage fails and divorce is the best 
option. 


 Jews believe that there is no point in staying in an unhappy marriage. 


 Jews are sad when a marriage fails - 'even the altar sheds a tear'. 


 The Jewish community does all it can to help the couple - if unsuccessful, 
they accept that divorce is the best option. 


 There are no obstacles - divorce procedure is simple - the couple need 
not be present, no grounds needed. 


 Get is issued. 


 Couple, once divorced, are free to re-marry. 


 The Jewish divorce procedure is simple - no grounds for divorce are 
needed. 


 Orthodox Judaism - the husband must give his wife a document of divorce 
- get. 


 Reform Judaism - many Rabbis have dispensed with the get, relying in 
matters of divorce on the civil courts. 
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 (c) Explain Jewish attitudes towards homosexuality. 
 


  Reference may be made to: 
  Orthodox attitude:- 
 


 It is immoral and a threat to family life. 


 Homosexuals cannot full God's first command 'Be fruitful and multiply'. 


 Jews cannot be re-produced - it is a waste of God's seed. 


 The Talmud disapproves of lesbianism. 


 Leviticus 18:22 says 'You shall not lie down with a man in the same way 
you would like down with a woman'. 


 Jews believe that homosexuality can be cured with regular 
psychotherapy. 


 


  Reform attitude:- 


 People do not have a choice who they are - they are what God made 
them 


 Accept homosexuality on the understanding that they are 'non-practicing' 
and discreet. 
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(d) 'Coming of age ceremonies are the most important Jewish rite of  
 passage.' 


  Do you agree or disagree?  Give two reasons for your answer. 
  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 
  Reasons that may be given and explained include: 
 


 Becoming Bar Mitzvah publicly marks the time when the Jewish boy will 
be old enough to live out the commandments of the Torah and be 
responsible for his own sins. 


 Bar Mitzvah marks the boy being able to take part in synagogue worship 
and reading the Torah. 


 Brit Milah features in the Torah. 


 Brit Milah is a mark of the Covenant. 


 Brit Milah is an ancient tradition. 


 Marriage is essential for the continuation of the race. 


 Marriage allows couples personalities to develop. 


 The Talmud states that a man without a woman is 'incomplete'. 


 Marriage is considered to be a secure basis to start and bring up a family. 


 Marriage shows a person's commitment to another person. 


 Funeral is more important - reminder that God gives and takes life away. 


 Simplicity of a funeral - reminder of equality in death. 
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 (e) 'Sex outside marriage is always wrong.' 
  Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
  You must conclude reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 
  Points that could be discussed include: 
 


 It goes against religious teaching, e.g. 'You shall not commit adultery.' 


 It is a physical act and is temporary. 


 It lacks the sanction of marriage. 


 Could result in pregnancy. 


 Dangers of a promiscuous lifestyle - health/hygiene/STI's 


 It is acceptable in today's society. 


 Contraception is readily available and is reliable. 


 It is a natural way of showing love for each other. 


 Media seems to encourage sex outside marriage. 


 The number of marriages is declining - couples cohabit happily without 
marriage. 
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